£ 147 ] 

IL Tart of a Letter from 2)r. Steigertah!, 
F. R. S. to Sir Hans Sloane, Bart. Tref. 
R. S. giving an jiccount of a Narkual or 
Unicom Fifli^ lately taken in the River 
Oft, fDutchy of Bremen^ dated at Hano- 
vetj ^p^j ^; 1 7 1 ^- Tranjlated from the 
French by T. S, M. D. Sec. 

Towards the End of January laft,N. S. wchad 
the Guriofity to catch a fort of Whale called the 
Marhual or Sea- Unicorn. It was taken in the River OJi; 
near the Village Bellumy where it falls into the Elhe^ 
(in the Dutchy of Bremen^ which belongs to our Mo- 
narch) four G^rf^isj;i Miles from the Sea« They took 
a great Quantity of Fat out c£ it, to make (Thrann 
or) Whale- Oil i but obf^rTed, that this Train-Oil was 
of a Stench almoft intolerable, by reafon that this 
NarhualiccA^ on Carcaffes : For Nar fignifies a Car- 
cafs or dead Body, according to 7^/i?;^ifi^i inhis Jf^ir 
feum MufeoruMj Book III. Chap. 30.- 

There was fuch Care taken of the Skin, before the 
Diffedion, that it was cured with Salt and Alum, and 
ftuflp'd fo as to give the Juft Figure of the Fifh : Having 
left with it the Bones of the Skull, and fome Vertex 
brse near the Tail. 

The Skin was fpottcd with dark brown Spots upon 
a white Ground. The Epidermis- was tranfparent, 
and under it was another Skin very thin and fpotted; 
but the true Skin was brown^ and near an Inch in 
Thicknefs. Oa the Top of the Head they only found 
a fcmilunai: Hole, as in the Porpoife, according to,the 



Defcription given by John Mantel Majors and pul> 
lifh'd in the MifcelL Academ. Nat. Cur to f. "Dec. i. 
An^ 3. ^. ^2. &feqq> This Hole opens into the two 
Canals which run through the Skull to the Palate, and 
are called by Majofj T^tiBus hydragogu They did 
not remark in the Skin any Opening m Outlet for the 
Excrements ; and I have been told, that this Narhuai 
voided them through this Hole on the Top of the 
Head. 

Concerning the Horn, I agree in Opinion with 
JVorm74S and others, who take it for a Tooth j but 
I cannot believe that its fole Ufe is to break the Ice : 
It rather ferves the Fifli for feekiiig its Food. A Cap- 
tain of a GrmnUmd Vx:flel has afliired me, that being 
upon the Coaft a Whale-fifhing, and having taken one-> 
as he was turning the Wliale to get at the Fat, he found 
mxi the oppofitc Side to him, a Narhuai^ that had 
ftuck this Tooth into the Whale s Belly, iip to its 
Mouth, and had fuck'd the Blood and Humors. 

I am forry I have not an cxaft Account to iaxA you 
of every Particular that was obferv'd in theDifleaion 
of this Narhuai h for I have only feen the fluffed Skin, 
and confequentiy the outward Sliape, as^ it was carry- 
ing to L€i0€ Fair, and on the way fiiewn here at 
Hanover. And as I find that the Figure engrav'd and 
printed at Hamburgh has a good Likenefs to what I 
have feen, I have hereto annexed a Print of it 

Explanation ^^^^Print. Tab. L Fig, i. 

I. A Semilunar Hole, through which the Pifli caft out 

Water and Blood, upon dying- 
1. A fmail Rifuig on the Middle of the Back, and 

flcfliy as the Fins, 

3. The 
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3. The Mouth very little, without Teeth in the upper 
jaw, cx(:c)^t this ^ ens prominens^ or Tusk 5 which 
lias by fome been taken for a Horn : And there was 
no lower Jaw found. 

4. The Eye, very fmall. 

f. The Fin on the right Side, which, as wxll as the 
oppofite, is jflefliy. 

6. The Tail flefhy, like the Fins 5 which, taken ac- 
cording to its Width, is not vertical, but horizontal. 

7. The prominent Tooth or Tusk, generally taken for 
a Horn* 

The Length of this Narhual from N^ 3 to 6, was 
mcafurcd, and found to be 17 Feet p Inches. 
The Tooth fix Feet three Inches. 
The greateft Thicknefs, meafured round, was 14, 

Feet. 

The Skin was fmooth, without Scales, like that of 
an Eel i and was white mark'd with blackifli Spots. 

III. AT)efmptmi of the fame Narhual^ rom«- 
munwated by John Henry Hampe^ M. 2). 

F. R^ S. 

IN a Creek called tlie Behhmer Wadt:, belonging 
to the Bailiwick of Ne-^haus in the Dutchy of 
Bremen J hath been caught alive, an unknown Fifh of a 
large Size, 18 to 20 Feet in Length, and four in Dia~ 
meter. He hath on the Fore-part of the Head, juft 
above the Mouth, which is very fmall^ a Horn fix Feet 
long, white like Ivory, and curioufly twifted. The 
Body is white, fprinkled with black Spots, and fmooth 
like an EeL The Head is in Proportion to the Body, 

very 
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